MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

ment were that both the Basriyun and our followers held
that ability does not necessarily mean soundness of body
and safety from disease. Al-Ka'bl claims that it does.
As for the Basriyiin among the Mu'tazilah, they condemn
the Baghdadlyun among them, while the latter in their
turn condemn the former. As a matter of fact, each party
is justified in condemning the other, as we explained in the
book entitled, Heresies of the Kadanyah.

16. Concerning the Jubba'lyah among them. These are
the followers of abu-'AK al-Jubba'I1 who led astray the
people oi Khuzistan. The Mu'tazilah of Basrah at that
time belonged to his school, but afterwards joined the school
of his son abu~Hashim. Among the heresies of al-Jubba'i
was the one in which he said that Allah is obedient to- his
servant if he does what his servant wills. The reason for
this was that one day he said to our sheikh abu-1-Hasan al-
Ash'ari, "According to you, what does obedience mean?"
168 The sheikh answered, "Agreement to a command," and then
asked for his opinion in this matter. Al-Jubba'i said : "The
essence of obedience, according to me, is agreement to* the
will. And whoever fulfils the will oi another obeys him "
[i. e. the other]. Our sheikh abu-1-Hasan answered: "Ac-
cording to this, one must conclude that Allah is obedient to
his servant if he [Allah] fulfils his will " [i. e. the servant's
will]. He granted this. Then our sheikh said: " You
differ from the community of Moslems and you blaspheme
the Lord of the Worlds. For if Allah is obedient to his
servant, then he must be subject to him, Allah is far and
away above being this. Al-Jubba'1 furthermore claimed
that the names of Allah are subject to the regular rules of
grammar; he therefore considered it possible to derive a
name for him [Allah] from every deed which he performs.

1 Horten, ibid., p. 352.
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